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" h e  dampness, o r  r e l a t i v e  huruidity of air* may be determined i n  several  ways. 

One method i s  t o  f i n d  t h e  difference i n  the temperatures recorded by an ordinary 

drY-bulb thermometer and one with a bulb t h i n l y  wrapped i n  wet muslin. 

mometers a r e  fanned o r  whirled i n  t h e  air togcther,  

Both ther- 

The d r i e r  the air the  more 

rapid vi11 be the  evaporation and the 1o:vc.r n i l ?  be the reading of the ne t  therrnomei 

t@r Compared with t h a t  of the other ,  If a clean fog i s  forming no eaaporation W i l l  

take place and the two thermometers w i l l  usually read a l i k e ,  Then we say the rela-  

t i v e  humfaity is 100 per  cent ,  

I n  winter Tvhen the temperature i s  below freezing, t h i s  method of measuring 

humidity i s  unsat isfactory because the met c lo th  around the thermometer may or  may 

not  freeze.  

This d i f f i c u l t y  may be readi ly  avoided by the use of R hair  hygrometer. T h e  

h a i r  hygrometer i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  it bundla of o i l - f ree  human hair s o  fastened t h a t  i t s  

changes of length a r e  shown by the movement of an ind ica tor ,  

has recording h a i r  hygrometers, ca l led  hygrographs, at many s t e t i o n s .  As dampness 

increases ,  the hairs lengthen almost i n  exact proportion t o  the percentage change 

i n  r e l a t i v e  humidity. 

The Veather Bureau 
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