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Most types  of clouds a r e  lover  i n  win ter  than i n  suuner.  Siniiyarly,  c louds of 

t h e  p o l a r  r eg ions  average very  much lower than  those  of t he  t r o p i c s .  

ence i n  he ight  between summer and win te r  amounts t o  about 10 per  ccnf f o r  t h e  upper 

and in te rmedia te  c louds ,  and 40 per cent .  f o r  the lowcr o m s .  The reason f o r  t hese  

d i f f e rences  is one of r e l a t i v e  humidity.  

The d i f f e r -  

The g r e a t e r  the humidi.ty t h e  less i s  the  

Cooling r equ i r ed  t o  c a m e  condensat ion,  and. t h e w f o r e  the l e s s  the amount Of Verti.- 

c a l  movement which can take place before  c louds form, 

humidi ty  i s  generally higher than in smmer,  

I n  win te r*  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

!This is because t he  snow-covered o r  

wet l a n d  su r faces  are almost c o n s t a n t l y  no t  only  evapore t ing  moisture  but c h i l l i n g  

the  a i r  i n  w in te r ,  Nioi'Btum i s  be ing  d ischarged  i n t o  air at a ' t empera tu re  t o o  loa 

t o  a l low much vapor,  80 the  air 2s n e a r l y  s a t u r a t e d ,  o r  i n  o the r  vords, the r e l a t i v e  

humidity is high  most of the  time i n  w i n t e r ,  

The loivnoss of minter  c louds malrea minter  f l y i n g  mom d i f f i cu l t  than  summer 

a v i a t i o n .  The low e leva t ion  a l s o  makes i t  e a s i o r  f o r  snow t o  occur,  t he re  b i n g  

but l i t t l e  oppor tuni ty  f o r  evapora t ion  t o  occur  be fo re  t h e  snovflnke reaches the  

ground. 

lowness of clouds in win te r  makes possible t he  wintertirnc: use of highland  p a s t u r e s  

And, what is Veiy important  i n  great h ighlands ,  as in i n t c r i o r  Asia, the 

above t h e  snows. 

(Tomorrow: Wintor Weather i n  Eas t e rn  Canada.) 
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