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THE GROUNDHOG SUPTCRSTITION 
c_I 

Tomorrov, February 2, i s  Candlemas Day, R feastday so old as t o  antedate tho 

Chris t ian e ra ,  ?or the ancient Romans selected the date t o  burn candles t o  t h e i r  

Goddess Februa, mother of Mars. Superst i t ion has it that 

"If Candlemas be f a i r  and c1ea.r 
T h e r e ' l l  be tma wintcrr, i n  the year." 

Out of this  t r a d i t i o n a l  b e l i e f  has grown the legend of the groundhog, known i n  

America as the woodchuck. 

winter s leep on Candlemas morning and crawl out of h i s  burron t o  view tho weather, 

If he sees his shadow, the s t o r y  says, he goes back for another s i x  wcelts o r  .SO of 

This l i t t l e  animal i s  supposed t o  waken from h i s  long 

s leep,  for the  winter has a, long w a y  t o  go before giving place t o  spring. If, on 

the other hand, t h e  sky is d u l l  so that he c a s t s  no shadow, then i t  i s  aaid he w i l l  

remain up and spr ing w i l l  come ear ly .  AS a matter of fact ,  on a February 2 i n  the . 

northern Unitad S t a t e s  the woodchuck is @pt t o  have a couple of f e e t  of snow and 

ico over the opening of his burrow, and srould have t o  d o  some ta l l  digging before 

he would have a chance t o  cas t  u shadow. 

Of any one p a r t i c u l a r  day of a year can not indicato the weather of the weeks t o  

I t  hardly needs s t a t i n g  that the weather 

fo l low.  

(Tomorrow: Average February Veather) 
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