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discusees: 
of Clark UnIver s i  t y  , 

There is a sharply defined difference befween a heavy snowstorm and a blizzard.  

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a b l izzard  are a &le of wind, zero cold,  and d r i f t i n g ,  

Powdery snow1 The wind may not  have been accompanied by ac tua l  snowfall, ye t  t o  

t h e  height of several  hundred f e e t  the air  may  be f i l l e d  with whirling masses of 

snow, whipped up by the g a l e ,  As observed from a l o f t y  elevation, the sky above 

a l l  the time .be c l e a r  and blue*  The snow covering, intensely cold ana dry, 

submits t o  the pulverizing influence of high winds, 

This phanomeno-n is not common i n  the eas te rn  part of the country. 

wind i n  a bl izzard  usual ly  comes from fhe north i t  may be westerly inatead. 

Though the 

One 

of the worst bl izzards  t h a t  ever struck the  Ohio Valley, t h a t  of January 12, 1918, 

came with a southwest gale, during which the  mercury f e l l  t o  20 below aero. 

the nortbera Great Plains  the bl izzard descends from t h e  north with frightful 

violence of wind, ohokingly f u l l  9f snow as fine as dust,  with the mercury at daa- 

erously low l eve ls .  It i s  not surpr i s ing  that i n  such blinding storms as these, 

people stray from beaten paths and sometimes p e r i s h  only a few fget from a house, 
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(Tomorrow: tiilltops Warmest in Cold Snaps) 
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