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describes: 

CHARACTBRISTICS OF THE IILOt'J'' 

A It10wI', the meteorologists' nickname for an extratropical  cyclone, or general 

may be visualized as a vast  a r ea  where the atmospheric pressme i s  low, 

ahowing on the da i ly  weather map as an oval with i t s  longer axis i n  a northerly and 

southerly direction. 

miles an hour i n  summer and 30 miles in winter. 

moderate, i t s  accompanying Claud area  is immense, and r a i n  or snov usually f a l l s*  

It t rave ls  across the  country from west t o  east at about 20 

I t s  wind velocity is USUallY 

The a rea  of snow or r a in  and heavy clouds i s  cormnanly from 300 t o  1,000 miles in 

length and half as wide, 

The winds of a ll;Lmll are generally ascending currents crowding i n  from regions 

Of higher pressure. B u t  this pecul ia r i ty  ex is t s :  the winds do not blow straight 

towards the center  of the fI1owo, but enter  it i n  more or l e s s  s p i r a l  paths, and i n  

the northern hemisphere, i n  a direct ion opposite t o  that traveled by the hands of a 

Clock, Thus, winds from an a rea  of high preosuro t o  the northwest enter the low 

from a northerly direct ion,  and those from a high in the sobtheast from a sautherly 

d i rec t  i on, 
I 

The southerly airs are  re la t ive ly  w a r m  and moisture 'laden, and therefore the 

bulk of the prec ip i ta t ion  i s  i n  the easter ly  and southerly quadrants of the storm 

where the air masses a re  rising over or being elevated by inflowing colder winds 

of the low, 

(Tomorrow: How I c i c l e s  Fot"d 
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