
No,* 289 

Peb. 16 7 t'JI1Y THE VJPIATHER 

5 So5enqe Service Feature 

D r .  Charles E. Brooks, 
of Clark Utdters i ty ,  

t e l l s :  

HOW rcrcus FORM 

'FJhen roofs are  heavily covered with  now and the temperature stays below 

long i c i c l e s  may develop, hanging t h e i r  daggers from eaves Or dndow 

8asheS, and imperil l ing the heads of passersby when a thaw arrives.  

Of such i c i c l e s  i s  dependent upon the blanketing effect  of the snow COVerr 

I c i c l e s  form readi ly  on eaves of sheds, barns and uninhabited houses, and en fence 

The formation 

rails,aqueducts, and c l i f f s .  

fn al l  such cases wafer from some sourco, often from show melted by sunshine, 

down the roo f ,  o r  other surface,  usually protected by snow from the tern- 

Pera twe Of the air, 

l e s s  rapidly frozen. 

ing . 

The water then comes out at the eaves, where i t  is more Or. 

The evaporation of the exposed water facil i tates it8 frees- 

The house roof is warmed from the house below, and, thanks t o  the snow b28n- 

ket ,  maintains a temperature above freezing. This suffices t o  melt a l i t t l e  of 

the snow i n  immediate cgntact with the roof, 

but freezes at the edge, 

coldest weather, the i c i c l e  becomes langer and longer. I n  a snowy winter, i c i c l e s  

10 f e e t  long and 6 t o  8 inches i n  diameter are  not infrequently seen. 

i c i c l e s  form f r inges on the lower margins of the upper sashes of windows. 

the window frost melts, the moisture often runs down the crack between the two 

saehee and freeze8, furnishing the moisture f o r  these dainty l i t t l e  ic ic les .  

The water runs down t o  the eaves 

A s  the process continues, day and n i & t  even i n  the 

Smaller 

Ghen 
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