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A Science Service Feature 

7 VHY THE WEATWX ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
of Clark University, 

L discusaes: 

CALnlDAR DIFFICULTIES OF THE WEATHER MAN 

February 29 has the best  chance of any dcay i n  the year fo r  breaking Its 

record. While the Weather Bureau has records at some Stations fo r  54 

*ebmary 28ths previous t o  t h i s  year, only 12 F e b m r y  29ths have been Oqer- 

ienced during the 54 years existence of our national weather service. Hence, 

of February 29 are  not s t r i c t l y  comparable with those of other days- . 

This i S  only the beginning of the meather man's troubles with our present 

Of a l l  the months February i s  the worst offender. rather irrational oalendar. 

SUPPoSe one i a  drawing a curve shaving the t o t a l  amount of precipi ta t ion each 

month. 

and 3.0 inches f o r  March. 

unless i t  happened t o  be a leap year, i t  w i l l  have had the most precipi ta t ion per  

day, because i t  is three days shorter than e i ther  January or March. .It is neces- 

sary,  therefore, before closely coinparing the t o t a l s  of different  months t o  reduce 

them a l l  t o  the basis' of a month with 30.3 days. If a l l  months were 30 days, o r  

be t t e r  s t i l l ,  four-week months of 28 days, the meteorological s t a t i s t i c i a n  would 

One might have records of 3.0 inches f o r  January, 2.8 inches f o r  February, 

It  w i l l  look as if February had the l ea s t ,  vhereas, 

rejoice.  

(Tomorrow: The Lion and the Lamb) 
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