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I’ hHY THE \iEATHER ? 

D r .  Ch.:rlen F. S3rooks, 
of Clark University, 

discussos: 

AVERAGE MARCH ‘ i i E A T € =  

W i t h  the beginning of Mo.rch,It snys a notc. by thc \Teather Buroau, “ there  i s ,  

as a ru l e ,  a r a the r  rapid warming-up i n  a11 sect ions of thc country, but much mor0 

i n  tho northern port ion than i n  tho southorn, p r inc ipa l ly  bocausc of thc more 

rapidly incroasing length of d a y s  i n  the north. 

days become longer (sunrise? t o  sunmt)  at on averagc rate of about 3 minutos a 

day i n  tho more northern port ion of tho country and a t  about half tha t  r a t e  i n  

During !,!arch, the succcssive 

the more southern.” A t  this period, an increase of 6 minutes in the  dayla length 

corresponds t o  an increase of about one degree Fnhronhoit i n  the dni ly  normal 

temperature, but we cannot look forward t o  any such orderly progressive nerming 

UP, for Rvorage weather e x i s t s  mainly on paper. 

“Throughout the Central Stnteo March is  about tcn degrees wilrmor than Fcbru- 

arY, but on the Pac i f i c  c o a t  tho change I s  much l e s s  marked. I n  eastern dia-  

t r i c t e  there i s  a ra ther  uniform incroaea i n  thc monthly mean tcmpcrcturc from 

about 20 dcgreco i n  tho f a r  north t o  about 60 degreon along tho Gulf coast.t1 March 

cold waves r a re ly  panotrate f a r  south: a9 n r u l e  k i l l i n g  f r o s t  does not occur i n  

the grcn ter  portion of the Gulf S t a t e s  n f t c r  March 15. 

March i s  characterized throughout the country by ro l a t ivc ly  heavy prec ip i ta -  

The Rocky Mountain region and Groat P l a ins  receive, on the  n v c r q p ,  nearly t i o n .  

twice as muoh prec ip l tn t ion  I n  March a9 i n  Fobrunry, while enst  of the Mississippi 

t h e m  i s  also a material  5nCreasc. Heevy ralns continue on the Pac i f ic  coast,whilo 

in the m m t a i n e  of t ha t  region,h!Iarch i s  frequent ly  tho month of heaviest  enowfall. 
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