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c A Science Service Feature 

D r .  Chrirles F. Brooks, 
of Clark Univeroi ty, 

discusses  : 

Observations of smoke r i s i n g  from a t a l l  chimney a r e  sometimes used a9 a. 

guide t o  wind d i r e c t i o n  md v e l o c i t y .  If one's dipt:lncc, from the  source of smoke 

i s  known, the v e l o c i t y  of thc wind may bc ascer ta ined  from 9 tneasnremcnt of the 

angular motion of the  smoke, A rough neasurcaent of tliis sort c:m be madc with 

a penci l  hold a t  armwe length ,  

Smoke as a wind indica tor  s u f f e r s  from various l i m i t a t i o n s ,  however, as it 5s 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  i n  what d i r e c t i o n  i t  is raally moving. 

t o  the  r i g h t  from a chimney in the north may be corning from northwest, weat ,  or  

southwest. 

wind d i r e c t i o n  accura te ly ,  however,  I n  c1 calm, smoke w i l l  ascend i n  a column; 

much turbulence dissipates i t  quickly. Up and down a i r  c u r r e n t s  and gus t iness  

produce the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  wavy l i n o  of smoke seen bg day, and B lir;ht, stcndy 

wind the s t r a i g h t  l i n e  seen on 8 moonlbht  n ight .  

Smoke apparently moving 

Smoke from two BOUI'COS i n  d i f f e r e n t  diractions w i l l  u s u a l l y  show tho 

(Tomorrow: Evaporation of Snow) 
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