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Dr. Charles I?. Brooks, 
of Clark Univcrsi t y ,  - dincusses: 

DUST I N  THE A I R  

Tho atmosphera, p o r t i c u l o r l y  nom the surfDcc of thc c a r t h ,  contains v r s t  

numbers of s m a l l  p a r t i c l e s .  Such p a r t i c l e s  mzy bz oraanic,  i n c l u d i n g h c t e r i n  m d  

thc sporcs of p l a n t s ,  often of microscopic s i z e ,  Ovcr mountains m d  occms therc 

i s  at  l o a s t  onc such p a r t i c l e  t o  every cubic metcr, i n  crooded housus thc! numbcr 

may run up t o  80,000 i n  the snma space. Eut s t i l l  moro nurnrrous a r c  the inorganic 

p a r t i c l e s  usua l ly  spoken of o s  dus t .  Indoors thcy nrc of ten  n l e n t i f u l  and large 

enough t o  be p l a i n l y  seen i n  a beam of l i g h t .  O m  s c t  of obscrvntions g ives  nun- 

bcrs per  cubic centimoter, o r  one-fiftoonth of a cubic inch, under various condi- 

t i o n s :  

Outdoors, ra in ing ,  32,000 per c .c . :  outdoors, fair, 130,000 per c . c . ;  
I n  a room, 1,860,000 per  C . C .  

One puff of c i g a r e t t e  smoko may contain as  many as four  b i l l i o n  p a r t i c l e s .  

Dust comes from innumeroblc sourccs,  from the  ground , from volcnnoes, smoke, 

the cvnporati  on of o c o h  spray ,  metcori t e s ,  p l tmts  , and nni~nnls .  

Lest we r e m e t  too  much t h e  necess i ty  of l iv inr :  i n  n dusty ntmosphcra, i t  i s  

wrll t o  remember thyit only excessive dust  is i n j u r i o u s ,  nnd thTt dust has i t s  

important funct ions 

rcflect and s c a t t e r  l i g h t ,  and they ,??bsorb hent  nnd dacrcrse  tho loso of hcct  from 

the earth. 

Dust part ic les  a c t  ‘19 centers  of Condensation f o r  moisture,  
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