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Dr. Charles F.  Brooks, 
of Clark Univt-:rsity, 

t e l l s  o f :  

ihk n e u " ' ! R "  q l : )  . & + d  

p r l V  I I w- To one who has  spent most of his l i f e  i n  the Niddle Pe$B''di('o~~@,,$&git the pro- 

Press of the d a i l y  winter weather i n  southcrn Cal i forn ia  i s  not  Itaccording t o  

Iloyle". The !carmest days come lmith miit winds nnd c l e a r  skies, and tho coolcnt 

with wogt winds end cloudy skies .  The warmest n ights ,  h o x w r ,  of ten co v4th the 

cooles t  days and the coldest  n i g h t s  with thc? warmest days, This epparent paradox 

i s  the r e s u l t  simply of tho f a c t  t h a t  the weather of southern Cal i forn ia  i s  more 

s t rongly cont ro l led  by daytime hea t ing  from sunshino, and niThttime cooling from 

r a d i a t i o n  than by any other  f a c t o r s .  

men t h e  sky is clear, thc  a i r  dry,  and t h e  wind l i g h t ,  dnytimc temperatures 

i n  winter r i s e  t o  75 or  80 and nighttime tomperntures fa l l  t o  freezing o r  below. 

A cloudy slry rcduccs tho r m g c  by t e n  or f i f t c m  det;roes both a t  the top and 

bottom, t h e  g r e a t e s t  reduction i n  ronge cominc whcn thc cloudiness,  PS i s  U::udlY 

t h e  Ca9e, is accompanied by moist a i r  and wind. Thus, nhen R stoorm i s  approach- 

' i n p  the forecas t  is ,  ~ICloudy, wermer ton ight ,  o o o l s r  tomorrov.Il And whon the  

stortn has passed: "Clear,  cooler  tonight  ond mrtner tomorrole; f rcezinq trrnpera- 

turos i f  the wind stopn toni&t.fl  

Damaging frc?E3zOs occur not as tho ruoult of  itrrportcd co ld  air  but becauso of 

the nighttime cool ing favorod by imported dry air. On Doccmbcr 8-10, 1923, chen 

a b l i z z a r d  raged on the  i n t e r i o r  platenus,  tho hotivy gale desccnding i n t o  southern 
C a l i f o r n i a  a f t e r  passing over t h e  sunny d c s s r t  am6 above 60 dcgrtti'r, Fahrcnlwit by 
day. I t s  extreme dryness, however, v i t h  rclatiau humidity down t o  24 pcr ccnt  and 
dewpoint down t o  14 degrecs Fahrenheit ind ica ted  the coldncss of i t s  source. I f ,  
on onc of those cvcnings, the wind had stoppod, tho rnpid cool ing  P l l o w d  by the  
c lear  dry air  would have r e s u l t e d  i n  a bad f r e e z e .  \ h e n  with n cool a i n d  thc day 
i s  cloudy and tho a i c h t  c l e a r  and quiot  thc tcmpernturo s t a r t i n g  dovvn from a maxi- 
mum of about 50 may reach 20. 
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(Tomorrow: The Momorable IIBli  zztlrdll of hkorch, 1888. ) 
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