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MARCH C,OLJl WAVXS_ 

For a cold wave, as o f f i c i a l l y  defined, i t  is  required that  mithin 24 hours 

the temperature shall f a l l  at l o n s t  20 degrees Fahrenheit ,  except i n  t h e  far south 

where a drop of 16 degrees or 18 degrees Fahrenheit c o n s t i t u t e s  a cold m v e .  

Moreover A change from say 70 degrees t o  50 degrees Fahrenheit i s  not c a l l e d  n 

cold wave, but t h e  temperrtture must reach a d e f i n i t e  lower l i m i t ,  which v a r i e s  

with the place and time of year. 

c e n t r a l  s t a t e s  and southcrn New England, the  f o r e c a s t  of EL cold wave means t h a t  

t h e  fmnpernture is expected t o  f a l l  at l e a s t  20 degrees Fahrenheit  pnd t o  reach 

24 degrees Fahrenheit-  o r  lower, 

For ins tance ,  from Mnrch t o  November i n  the 

Cold waves a r e  brought about by a sudden chnnge i n  mind d i r e c t i o n ,  wind 

ve loc i ty ,  or both. I n  March, when large temper-ture c o n t r a s t s  occur i n  r e l a t i v e -  

lY short d i s tances ,  when lows are vigorous and ninds strong., conditions a r e  i d e a l  

f o r  the  developmnt of sharp and sudden cold waves. 

and descends i n  the  nor ther ly  winds following t h e  pnssRge of n lOV7.  

t h e  c l e a r  dry a i r  on the  following s ide of a lon fnvors  furthcr cooling at n i&t  

by rad ia t ion .  

The cold ;.ir move8 rapidly 

Moreover, 

I n  the eas te rn  United S t a t e s  the March cold WAVC comes t y p i c a l l y  from the 

Hudson Bay region-  For the Hudson Bay region, Labrador, and northward a r e  the 

co ldes t  portion8 Of North America i n  spring. The dry  and cloudless  i n t e r i o r  

plains of Canada warm more r e a d i l y  than the snow covered northogst which r e f l e c t s  

most of the  spr ing  sunshine, ..--------- 
(Tomorrow: Vegetation Awakens Northwnrd nnd Upvnrd) 
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