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D r ,  Cha.rles F. Brooks, 
of Clark University, 

d i  scu.8 se  f i  : --- 

It i s  often of i n t e re s t  t o  determine the amount of stored nater  .ct:hich a snov 

accumulation represents.  Shall  me exyect f loods or  10'7 reservoirs? Par t icular-  

l y  on western natersheds, *yhere snoi:. furnishes the nater f o r  i r r iga t ion ,  mom 

surveys a re  of value. 

To f i n d  the water content of snov i t  is not suf f ic ien t  merely t o  measure the 

depth. 

top of a deep d r i f t  t o  make 1 inch of r a t e r ,  while 4 inches of compact, moist  

snow at the bottom of the same d r i f t ,  w i l l  give an eqwl  amount. 

10 O r  12 inches of newly f a l l e n  mow w i l l  contain abOlJ-t one inch of nater.  

snol:: found on the ground i n  the spring may be as much as half  vater ,  so that  tYt7o 

inches T i l l  be the equivalent of a one inch layer  of ce.ter. 

It  may require as much as 17 inches of dry, loosely packed S ~ O V  from the 

On the average, 

Old 

The water content o f  snom on the ground i s  USUdly ascertained by cut t ing 

sections Out Of the snov from top t o  bottom and weighing the snov thus obtained. 

Every spring careful  TPeighings of snow sections a r e  made at key s ta t ions  on most 

large western watersheds and at BOUG eastern s t a t ions .  One can then compute the 

total water supply represented by the mom and the weather and flood forecaster,  

by watching the temperatures, can t e l l  how fast the water w i l l  become available.  
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