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LAST KILLING FROST 

The date  of the last k i l l i n g  f r o s t  i n  Spring i s  of considerable i n t e r e s t  t o  

p lan ters .  

t o  the f i r s t k i l l i n g  f r o s t  of autumn, 

highly var iable ,  

The length of the qroving season i s  t h e  number of days from this date 

As i s  well  known, the coming Of Spring i s  

Thus, the time of the  Last k i l l i n g  f r o s t  i n  any year may e a s i l y  

f a l l  10 d a y s  before or a f t e r  the average dcte ,  o r  i n  extreme cases the last such 

f r o s t  may occur a month e a r l i e r  or l a t e r  than usual, Nevertheless, a map Of the 

.average dates gives a fair  p i c t u r e  of the advance of Spring, 

Only one U. S, Reather Bureau o ta t ion ,  Key West, Florida,  has never recorded 

b r g e  Rarts of Cal i fornia ,  Flor ida,  and Arizona hove f r o s t  only a k i l l i n g  f r O e t ,  

occasionally, perhaps once a year ,  I n  general, i t  can be s a i d  that, i n  the s t a t e s  

south of North Carolina and Tennessee, the last k i l l i n g  f r o s t  comes betaeen March 

The next bel t  t o  tho north, with dates  between April 1 and May 1 ,  \ and April 1, 

extends about t o  l a t i t u d e  41 degrees North, 

northern borders Q Throughout t h e  northeastern and the  north contra1 s t a t e s  the 

date  i s  usual ly  some time in May, thm,qh in the  White Mountains and Adirondacks 

and extreme northern Maine and Minnesota, k i l l i n g  f r o s t s  may occur a f t e r  June 1. 

New York and Chicago aro On i t s  

This is the case, too, i n  large areas  of the Rocky Mountains. 

a l t i t u d e  and topography control  the  coming of Spring t o  such an extent that there  

I n  this region, 

a r e  no c l e a r l y  marked b e l t s  progressing from south t o  north. Along the ocean 

coasts  and the  shores Of the Great Lakes t h e  e f f a c t  of the r e l a t i v e l y  warm water 

i s  c l e a r .  Thus, at Cleveland, on Lake Brie ,  the last, k i l l i n g  f r o s t  of spr ing 

occurs during Apri l ,  a h i l e  10 o r  15 miles back from the  shore the date is May 1, 

(Tomorrow: P lan t ing  and Fro& Dates) 
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