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Dr. Chrrles 3'. BrooL5, 
of C l o r k  University -- t e l l s  why: 

CLOUDS DO NOT FLOAT 

Vhile the cumulus cloud i s  held up by a ver t i ca l  air  current,  othsr types of 

clouds remain a lo f t  i n  other mays, Clouds do n o t  f l o a t ,  t h e i r  pcr t ic les  are  

a l W W  tending t o  f a l l .  The lerger  drops o r  c r y s t d s  w i l l  f a l l  more repidly be- 

Ca,use they hmc g r a . t e r  meight i n  proportion t o  t h e i r  surface, end S O  encounter 

r e l a t ive ly  less f r i c t i o n  i n  f o l l i n g  through the a i r .  

Observe a high c i r rus  cloud, one of the delic,?,te streniners mTrking the edge 

of an advancing cloud sheet. Such 2. cloud i s  typicel ly  curled s l ight ly ,  l i k e  a 

fea there  The l e rger  snow par t i c l e s  are dropping out  of t ho  edvoncing higher 

Portion, leaving a long trail  behind, usu,?.lly i n  the direct ion from Thich the 

10% as conditions continue t o  fclaor condensation, the cloud T i l l  keep forming 

end replacing the pa r t i c l e s  the t  drop out. S i m i l n r  i s  the cas6 of E: convectioncl 

cloud sheet occurring on the bowdary betveen a cold and A m o i s t ,  warm vrind, 

droplets keep s e t t l i n g  gradunlly, e i the r  ovaporptiryl; o r  producing ra in ,  but F?S 

The 

long as condensation is maintained along the l i ne  of contnct, tho cloud keeps 

forming and s o  appears t o  remain a l o f t ,  

(Tomorrom: Temporqturos f o r  Spring Seeding) 
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