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D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
of ClcrB University, 

discusses: --- 
!I'EMPERATURES FOR SPRING SETDING 

The various s taple  crops d i f f e r  widely sdth regard t o  the t equr3 tu res  most 

favorable f o r  the germination of t he i r  seeds. 

stance, prefer  a ra ther  cool s o i l  at plpnting time, while corn and cotton must 

Spring oats and wheat, f o r  in- 

hcne more warmth. 

l ings grown i n  a w a r m  s o i l  and corn seedlings gram i n  n cold so i l ' l .  

Perature of the surface s o i l  pe re l l e l s  s o  closely the temperrture of the a i r ,  tha t  

the dote of the beginning of seeding of vRrious crops follotvs the movement of 

d e f i n i t e  n i r  temperatures northward. 

age temperature f o r  the 24 hours reaches about 37 d e g e c s  Fahrenheit. 

average daily tompersture rises t o  43 dogroes i t  is time t o  plant spring oats: 

and potntoes need only a s l i g h t l y  higher tcinpereture, 45 degrees. Corn should 

not be planted, however, u n t i l  the ds i ly  average reaches 55 degrees, R date Cor- 

responding closely t o  the average date of the last k i l l in ,?  f r o s t  i n  SiWing. 

Cotton requires the highest temperpture of any s tap le  crop grown i n  the United 

S ta tes ,  an everage of 62 degrees b c i q  necessary f o r  sntisf:Jctory germination, 

I n  the f a r  south, oaks may be seoded ohout t w o  months e n r l i s r  t h m  cotton, and 

when cotton i s  being planted i n  the south, tho northern s t a t e s  o r e  about rea(%' 

t o  start t h e i r  O n t s .  

I t  has been found that Ita seedling Fli,Tht a t tacks wheat seed- 

The tern- 

Spring vhmt can be planted tvhon the aver- 

Then the 
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