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APRIL SNOWS b8T13LT FAST 

After e. hervy nor theas t  snowstorm i n  Apr i l ,  mch 8 %  t h n t  of Apr i l  1-2, 

1924, on thc A t l a n t i c  seaboard, people say, "The a n  w i l l  quiclrly melt t h i s  

s n o ~ , ~ ~  - and i t  does. a Sometimcs foo t  or s o  disappears i n  th rec  or f o u r  days, r 6  

i n  1922 and 1924, 

of cold 2nd w p r m  a i r  a r r i v e  simulteneously over r? region m d  atrongly engpge 

Conditions favor  R heevy Apri l  sno.i;storm when la rge  masses 

each o ther .  Thc outcome i s  a grcn t  l i f t i n g  and cooling of the w r m  a i r  with con- 

sequent hemy p r e c i p i t p t i o n  of w e t  enow, and a Pmthnos twrd  flow of 8 g r e a t  body 

of cold  a i r  round the  western f l a n k  of the warm, 

t 

This l aye r  of a i r  i s  not too t h i c k  t o  be quickly wnrmed i n  thc b r igh t  sun- 

l igh t ,  and melting begins even before the  snow f l u r r i e s  end o r  drifting ceases. 

Though melting ceases before sunse t ,  and the  a i r  beconies c h i l l e d  during the cle.nr 

n ight ,  on the following days the sun blazes away through c l e a r ,  dry a i r  and 

quickly rcsumec? tho reduction of t he  snow cover. The nocturnztl cooling of the 

second night  i s  in su f f i c i en t  t o  reduce the  temperature t o  so  l o a  R l e v e l  as on 

the preceding morning, s o  even the  hazy sun of the t h i r d  dc.y does vnlinnt ser- 

v ice  with the a i d  of a balmy mind, and large patches of $reen g ras s  appenr. A 

fou r th  day hardly ge ts  s t a r t e d  before the  ground is c l e a r  except f o r  snowdrifts 

i n  the ehndo1.v of den8C t rees ,  and on nor ther ly  sl0pes. 

Tiithout a large body of cold dry nir there could he,vc been no snowstorm; 

nevertheless,  this Feme a i r  deployed v ide ly  and insuring f a i r  and warmer weather 

for day9 a f t e r  the storm allows the r ap id  melting of the snow. I n  winter tho sun 

is B o  weak and the woether changes s o  rap id  th8.t such a snow could bc but par- 
' 

t i n l l y  melted before the next storm broke. ----------- 
(Tomorrow: Sun-ly'armed Houses) 
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