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Dr. Charles 3'. Brooks, 
of Chrk TJniversity, 

- diwusscs :  

RA.IA?FAL,L INTERCEPTION BY TREES 

One of the f i r s t  rules of rainfa.11 observation i s  t o  put the rain-gauge 

timice as f a r  from t r e e s  or buildings as they a r e  high,  

a hydraulic engineer, Mr. R, E. IIorton, del ibera , te ly  put scvern.1 rc.in-gziugos 

under d i f fe ren t  kinds of t r e e s  t o  sec  hv,. much of the r2 in  and snov d i d  reach 

the  ground i n  the aoods, 

A fen yews ago, hovrrovcr, 

A t r e e  can hold co cer te . in  nmount of watcr o n ' i t s  lecvos o r  branches nnd 

',vi11 also continue t o  evaporate vreter from these surfsces during c. r a i n .  

shower i s  a light one, n t r ee  vith th ick  fo l iegc  will in te rcept  near ly  100 per  

cent.  of the r a i n f o l l  nnd Germ 2s a good s h e l t e r ,  

longer duretion, trecc. will on the average kecp only about 25 per cent.  of tho 

rain from roaching the ground. 

If the 

But v4th heavicr r a i n s  Of 

Ncedla-lee.ved t r e s s ,  Quch as pines and hemlocks, 

'dl1 in tercept  more r a i n  then broad-leaved t r e c s .  

noticoablo i n  winter when the overgreen boughs hold mor3 snov than the bare 

branches of othcr t rccs .  

The diffcrcncc i s  par t icu lar lY 

--_------- 

(Tomorrow: Forests end Stream Flov) 
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