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The reputation of April. f o r  changeable ,and showery weather i s ,  a t  least i rx  

P a r t ,  deserved, While it i s  t rue  thpt some of the following months may produce 

just as mny showers as April ,  shovers then a t t r a c t  more a t t e n t i o n  because they 

d i f f e r  noticeably from the immediately preceding general ra ins  of winter. 

t h i s  time of yezr cyclones or  lows and t h o i r  a t tendant  r n i n s  are weakening and 

A t  

becoming l e s s  frequent;  the shower type of r a i n f a l l  i s  replacing the cyclonic 

April showers, i n  f a c t ,  spring and summer showers usua l ly ,  a re  produced 

by the loca l  heat ing by the sun which s tar ts  small convectional c i rcu la t ions .  

I n  spring, the damp ground furnishes  plenty of moisture t o  be evaporated and re- 

turned as  ra in:  the cold,  heavy air a l o f t  and the rapidly warming and expanding 

a i r  below a t  the surface favor  overturning, 

tu re  cont ras t  i s  increased. 

With a norther ly  wind the tempora- 

The cold a i r  descends and forces  the  warm$ moist 

a i r  t o  risk, usual ly  causing condensation, and often numerous small  showers. 

Heavier April  shswers accompany strong souther ly  winds, :vhich produce the some 

s o r t  of temperature contrast  between the upper and lower a i r  l e v e l s ,  though on a 

la rger  scale  and with mare moisture involved. The9:e conditions a re  usually ac- 

companied by a steady r a i n  i n  winter,  i n  April  more commonly the smaller tempera- 

ture cont ras t s  and the strong sunlight do not favor t he  forrnatiou of a, continu- 

OUs low sheet cloud, Hcnce, in April a s e r i e s  of showers v i t h  sunlight between 
\ 

replaces the winter type O f  Steady r a i n  accentuated a t  i n t e r v a l s  by showers. 
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