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1 WHY THE LTATHER 1 

D r .  Charles F.  BrookS, 
of Clark University,  

discu6ses: 

L SPRING FOG 

Two types of autumn fog  are  seldom seen i n  spring,-  the radiat ion fog or 

" land  fogt1 that c o l l e c t s  at night i n  lowlands, and the steam fog that forms over 

bodies of water. I n  spring, the a i r  i s  generally dr ic r  than i n  f a l l  as the tern- 

perature t rend is upward. When a i r  is warming, more and more water vapor can be 

present i n  i t  without condensing and becoming v i s i b l e .  Again, i n  spring green 

vegetation is not s o  abundant and i s  giving off  less moisture. Since the nights 

are shorter  than i n  f a l l ,  thore i s  l e s s  time for .nocturna1 cooling t o  reduce the 

temperature' of the a i r  t o  i t s  dondensation point .  

rapidly than the a i r ,  i n  spring they do not l'stearn1l any more than cool SOUP would 

steam i n  a hot room, 

' Is t earn11 . 

A s  lakes and oceans heat less  
t 

On cool auturnn nights,  however, warm lakes frequently 

Spring, however, does not lack fog  of a d i f fe ren t  type - the c h i l l  fog. 

These fogs form by day as well  as night and though appearing over water bodies 

a r e  qui te  dkfferent i n  or ig in  from steam fogs.  One may is  as follows: A warm 

off-shore breeze blows fa r  out over the ocean or a large lake which i s  s t i l l  cold. 

This air  i s  c h i l l e d  and becomes foggy. Preoent lgra  low pressure area on land, 

approaching the coast ,  draws t h i s  foggy air back off the ocean, O r ,  i n  the case 

of a lake,  the c h i l l e d  a i r  simply reaches t h e  opposite shore. The fog creeps i n  

t o  shore as long as the wind i s  l i gh t ,  but i f  the  wind becomes'heavy, the fog is 

soon d ispe l led ,  
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