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7 WHYTHEWTt3T% ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
of Clark University, 

discusses : 

"RAINMAKING11 AS A PROFESSION 

Although there is no p rac t i ca l  known method of producing r a i n f a l l  on an ade- 

quate scale ,  llrainmakingl is  s t i l l  a prof i table  profession. Usually, the I'ra.in- 

maker'! contracts t o  produce a ce r t a in  minimum amount of rain within a specified 

time, perhaps at the r a t e  of $1000 t o  $5000 per inch. "No rain: no pay!" i s  the 

a t t r ac t ive  slogan tha t  appeals t o  the helpless farmers, who w i l l  n o t  Sit i d ly  by 

waiting f o r  r a i n  t o  come. When anything i s  wrong, even i f  i t  i s  the weather, 

something must be done about i t .  And the  rainmaker^^ i s  ready. While a few 

decades ago the llrainmaker!l sent up bombs o r  made heavy concussions, now he pre- 

f e r s  the less  ostentatious,  cheaper and more llscientific" method Of l iberat ing 

secret ,  ra in  persuading chemicals f rom the top of a special  tower. 

maker!! had t o  s ta l l ,  with h i s  apparatus ''out of order'', t i ll  large cumulus Clouds 

appeared. 

The old " r a in -  

The new one bides h i s  time, awaiting the inevitable ra in .  

why does a llrainmaker!' Succeed? We can be Sure that a nodern co-nity 

would not  h i re  one u n t i l  drought conditions became alarming. 

f i n a l  product of Several months of similar weather. 

Such a s t a t e  i s  the 

It i s  about time f o r  the 

weather t o  change - and the lt'rainmaker~l usually gets the money. But i t  i s  no t  

always s o  easy. Thus, i n  January, 1916, a f t e r  San Diego had h i red  a "rainmakerll 

i t  was soon a f f l i c t e d  with such a deluge t h a t  the c i ty  council sued him f o r  over- 

doing the matter! On some annoying occasions during recent years the ra in  has 

arrived just t o o  l a t e  r)r t o o  soon. 
two days a f t e r  the close of the appointed period, during which the !Irainmaker1l 
had f a i l ed ;  in another i t  poured before the llrsinmakerlsll contract  was signed;and 
i n  a th i rd  before he could complete h i s  tower. 
t o  the skeptics and swell t h e i r  ranks, ---------- 

(Tomorrow: Making the Weather t o  Su i t )  
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In  one case,  there was a downpour of rain 

Such events give a i d  and comfort 
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