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D r .  Charl.as F. Brooks, 
of Clork T'id.versi ty,  

tel1.s of :  -- 

FOHEST FIRES SET BY TJGHTNIKG 

In the western f o r e s t s ,  l i gh tn ing  i s  D leading cause of f o r e s t  f i r e s .  Since 

1911, l igh tn ing  has s t # , r t e d  about 40 per  cent of the f i r e s  i n  Cal i forn ia ,  and 50 

Per cent of those i n  Nashington. 

many as 340 f i r e s  i n  one day. 

A s ing le  severe storm has  been Imovn t o  Start ns 

Thunderstorms a re  rcsponsbble f o r  so  maw f i r e s  i n  

the mest because, i n  t h a t  region, they arc usua l ly  accompcnied by l i t t l e  o r  no r s i n -  

The a i r  i s  s o  dry t h a t  t he  r a i n  evaporates before roaching the ground. 

the thundercloud i s  not less tkmn a mile or two above the ground and the s t r o q  

The base of . 

upward d r a f t s  mhich mrke and sust.ain t h e  storm g r e c t l y  hinder t he  f a l l  Of rain- 

drops, 

way t o  the  ground. before tho r;>indrb?s, and of ten  h a i l ,  of vhich they a r e  made 

SO t h e  da rk  r a i n  smudgss mRy be seen descendin,cl: only a third o r  half Of the 

disappear. Nevertheless, t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  separa t ion  rcsu3,ting from the g r e r t  nun- 

bers of small drops ca r r i ed  uptvard, avay from t he  l a r g e r  drops, produces such 8 

di f fe rence  of p o t e n t i a l  t he t  numerous l i gh tn ing  discharges t o  t h ?  ground aro ncc(.s- 

sary t o  r e l i eve  the t a m i o n ,  

of p laces  within an hour or tvo. 

These i g n i t e  the dry f o r e s t s  i n  an appal l ing  nwnbrr 

I t  i s  no wonder that firct f ightinc: forces,howevc% 

large ,  cannot prevent lergtc t r a c t s  from burning. 

The heavy downpour c l i a rPc te r i s t i c  of ea s t e rn  thunderstorms g r a e t l y  reduces the. 

f i r e  hazard from l igh tn ing .  Even s o ,  i t  i s  repor ted  t h a t  a s  mcny a s  20 p e r  cent  

of Michigan's f o r e s t  f i r e s  a r e  s e t  by l i gh tn ing .  I n  New England, however, the  

Percentage i s  under 10, ---------- 
(Tomorrow: F i r e  Nenther) 
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