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descr ibes :  

\ n i l e  l i g h t n i n g  s t e r t s  many f o r e s t  f i r e s ,  t he  meatherconditions favor ing  t h e  

rapid growth of f i r e s  Rre gene ra l ly  of more conccrn t o  t h e  f i r e  warden. 

tive h w d i t y ,  or dry  a i r ,  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  dcvelopmcnt of a b i g  forest  f i r e ,  

Studies at the Wind River Fores t  Experiment StFttion i n  Idaho hzve shown t h a t  forcs'i; 

fires do not spread if the r e l a t i v e  humidity i s  above 60 pe r  cen t ,  t h a t  i s ,  if mn'e 

thcnn 60 por  cent  of t he  p o s s i b l e  moisture i s  p resen t  i n  the  a i r .  

40 3rd  50 per  cen t  a l lows f i r e s  t o  p i c k  up and spreed s l i g h t l y ,  

30 Per cent  tends t o  ma?re even small  f i r e s  sproed beyond con t ro l .  

L O W  rela- 

Humidity b e t w e n  

Humidity beloff 

A dry,  descending mind v e n t i l a t e s  and fans a f i r e  and helps t o  s p m d  i t .  

Such winds commonly a r e  present  with low humid i t i e s ,  

east 2nd nor th  winds from the  i n t e r i o r  a r e  the  chiof f i r e  winds. 

' '@Stwly o r  no r the r ly ,  o r  oven n o r t h e a s t e r l y  winds mDy cause f i r e  m a t h e r .  

On t h e  P p c i f i c  coas t  north- 

I n  the  E a s t ,  

A 1:)rgt: 

f i r e  provides  i t s  o m  wind, as the in t ense  hsrt causes e s t rong  i n d r o f t  f r o m  all 

sides, Such l o c a l ,  f i r e  winds have sorn:ltimes been heavy dnough t o  overturn WRgons 

end break dom t a l l  t r e e s ,  

(Tomorrow: Forecast ing F i r e  VeRther) 
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