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7 LIIY THE ‘Ll3ATIiE.R ? 

D r .  Cherles F. Brooks, 
of C1: L*K University,  

tr:l?s of: ---- - 

Forest Service and Teather Bureau a l i k e  a re  concerned with the problem of fore- 

ca.sting f i r e  weather. Besidus the general  f o r e c a s t ,  in tens ive  s tud ie s  Of l o c a l  

conditions are required,  Mr. E ,  A .  Beals, d i s t r i c t  fo recas t e r  f o r  the P a c i f i c  

s t a t e s ,  says: 

“The making of r e l i g b l e  f i r e  weather warnings i s  even more d i f f i c u l t  then the 

making of f r o s t  p red ic t ions ;  and i n  the  l a t t e r  case it has been proven that  the 

nJost s a t i s f a c t o r y  method i s  t o  obtain a l l  the information poss ib l e  regarding t h e  

Past weather, and then have a man on the ground capable of amplifying a general  

fo recas t  t o  met the conditions over a small area.(( 
t 

Special  f o r e c a s t s  of f i r e  s e t t i n g  thunderstorms are  rcquired i n  the Ves t -  

Rela.tive humidity of the  a i r  i s  a good index t o  the inflammability of f o r e s t  mR- 

t e r i a l s  i n  summer, thuu-gh changes i n  the moisture content of woody substances ar0 

l i k e l y  t o  l a g  behind changes i n  atmospheric moisture. 

been devised t o  r e g i s t e r  tho weight of a f o r e s t  moss o r  the  expension and contrac- 

t i o n  of a s t r i p  of r a t t a n  with changes i n  moistness, 

has proved useful i n  fo recas t ing  f i r e  wenther, 

upon r e l e t i v e  humidity, but a l s o  upon temperature and wind, f a c t o r s  which a l s o  cntex 

i n t o  the  question of f i r e  hazard,  

Spec ia l  instruments have 

A study of evaporation also 

Evaporation i s  dependent not only 

(Tomorrow: Dew Signs) 
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