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May 20 ?  WEY THE WEATHTR ?
Dr. Charles F. Brooks,

of Clark University,
discusses:

ARTISTS' NATURE FAKE CLQUDS

Just as the astronomer suffers when he sees a new moon with horns dowa decorat-
ing a sunset landscape, so the weather man's feelings are outraged by the frequent
Portrayal of cumulus or fair weather clouds in popular illustrations. VWe are forced
to view bulgy shapeless clouds with rounded bases end tops, like enormous boiled
botatoes inserted for scenic effect behind the Capitol at Washington or the Bunker
Hill monument. Or, in children's books, careless, lumpy messes, at different levels,
Ornament a sumny landscape.

Now all respectable, ordinary cumlus clouds, or fair weather convection clouds,
“although they have billowy rounded tops, have flat bases, and, moreover, these bases
are all at about the same level., In spring, the bases will be rather low, perhaps
half a mile high. On sunny spring hornings, moving currents of moist, warm air soou
become cooled enough through expansion to cause condensation of their water vapor.

At this level the cloud base forms. The damper the air, to start with, the lover
the base will be. If the current of rising air is strong, the cloud will grow uprard,
its roundeq, towering head marking the top of the rising column. But no meterolo-
&ist, or artist either, ever saw a real cumulus cloud bulging both up and down like
a fat feather bed, in the sky.

(Tomorrow: Weather Meps for Levels Aleft)
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