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% WHY THS WRATHER *©

Dr. Charles ¥#. Brooks

of Clark Uriversity
describey!

A SPELL OF WEATHER

What a dreary, chilly, fogry, drizsly, and rainy week ' . the northeastern
United Siates and soutrern Ontario did h&ve. ﬁor five days from Moy 8 to 12,
southern Mew England was treated to no sight of the sun, waile precipitation
in soue forw or otuer was practically continuous and e northeast wind of vary-
ing strength and constent teiperature in the low forties held the field without
an imerruption. Other parts of the northe%st, from the Mississippl eastwerd,
were egually waltreated, ﬂlnnesota and Wisconsin had five days of chilly, we
weather frow the 6th to the 10th, Lower ilichigan and the region eastward and
southeastuard had four days of reinfall, but with pleassanter tewperatures,

The rainfall totals ranged up to several inches, the grestest amounts being in
the widdle Atlantic states, vhere floods resulted.

This spell of vieather was the result of a generally stngnant area of high
Iressure over eastern Canada, supplying a practically inexhaustible flow of
chilly air along the growid into the eastern United States. Sowe well-defired
low pressure arcas caused by the.interactions ¢f the cold air with warmer uas-
ses from the south brought heavy rains in the first part of the period, along
the coast and in tuhe central valleys. Then the coastal storm passed out to ses,
leaving, however, a long, low pressure trouszh extending into the interior. The
low at the western ond of this then joined forces with a new one in the south.
lloving eastward togetier and fed by a new supply of woisture from the Gulf reg-
ion these terwinated the cool rainy spell with abundant downpours.

vay is a favorite time of ysar for such endless weather, becmuse then tho .
chilly northeasi cauvses ths sccwnmlation of stagnant wasses of cold air and the

building of highs, thile tlie South and iliddle West are ready rroducers of slow—
thViné [ehatiyy noist &alr.

(fouworrow: Why High Clouds Go East)
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