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!tells: 

WHY HIGH CLOUDS GC UST 

TVhy are the upper winds prevail ingly from the west i n  ruidals l a t i t uees  

s e t t l e s  closer t o  t he  ear th  than t-there it is  warm and expanded. Hence, where 

tho  air i s  cold the air colurim t o  a height of 4 miles coiitains wi'e air, and 

there is  less  l e f t  &bow that hsight than where the  air .is warm. 

a lower p x 3 m r e  at 4 riiiles over a c u l d .  region t.han over il. warm. 

the  pressure at such heights i s  iovrer i n  the  co;der lati t i ides and higher i-n 

The resu l t  is 

So, i n  general, 

the warmr. 

Ai~~er i cn . 
Tbis r e su l t s  i n  a pressure gra i ien t  generally ncrt%w.Jard over North 

Bat it i s  a paradox that  air pished northvmrd, as down such a Fressure 

slope, iAioves eastwai-d. 

rotat ion,  the ear th  turning to the l e f t ,  in the  Northern Hemisphere, under the 

This is  owing t o  the def lsct ive effect  of the  ear th ' s  

I 

ldoving air. 

i n  teiupcr&ul(.a with the passing weather changes usually briry: about e i g h t  
riiodification of the direct ion of t he  gen3ral pressure graclient, and i C6n90- 
quence a v w i a t i o n  of the motion of t m  high clokds usually i'rorn northvest t Q  

southwest 
southeast when contrasts  between kit itudes ore not grea t .  

So with a northward gradient the wind a lo f t  is west. The changes 

but occasionally as far ea north end northeast , o r  even south and 

(Tomorrow : Cr i s  s -Csos s Winds ) 
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