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? WHY TRE WEATHER ? 

Dr, Charles E', Brooks 
of C 1  ark Univ o r  s it y 

Says 

DON'T GXT CAUGIIT I N  THE RAIN 

The riieteorologist 1s wife pers i s t s  iil defining a ueteorologist as a man 

Peshsps becziufio who always gets ;vet when it rains. 

he 1s SO covfident of his  ovm tveather wisdoln, applied i n  cursory fashion 

Thy does he get wet? 
b 

t o  the morning sky, that  he does no% carefully fo l low the Weather Bureau's 

forecast .  Tho khserver at the central  off ice  c)f ,the Weather Bureau, hhobvever, 

VviSelY keeps one umbrella at  the office and one at horile. Re does not r i s k  

his reputation unnecessarily, neither does he get wet. 

Though the weather rilanls wife scoffs at h i s  forecasts,  she always asks 

f o r  them on wash day and other i r iqor tan t  occasions, because he is more mu- 

t ious i n  prescribing for her than f o r  hiimelf. He is  more l ike ly  t o  Suggest 

her postponing a wash day o r  taking an umbrella than he i s  to bother with an 

unibrella hiwself. 

On0 factor  which rilakes it hard f o r  a weather riian t o  carry an umbrella ex- 

cept when he is pret ty  sure of r a in  is the rsriiarks of others who see him with 

i t ;  f o r  t o  carry an Wihrella is  t o  make public h i s  forecast qnd possibly i t s  

fa i lure .  
an 

those occasioned by/wubrella without rain. 

an 
Yet the  reniarks following ra in  withoutjumbrella may be worse than 

The We,zther Bureau generally pro- 

ceedfi on the principle tha t  it, is be t te r  t o  forecast r a in  t o o  frequently 

than t o  a l low a storni t o  corm up unannounced. 

The safest  way t o  avoid a wetting i 3  t o  watch the Weather Bureau's fore- 

C a s t s ,  t o  study on the' dai:y weather map the bases f o r  these forecasts,  and 

t o  watch the sky f o r  preliuinary evideuces of wet weather. 

Cast and the norning clear,  take your uubrella; i f  fair  is  forecast  and the 
sk;Y cloudy, i t  is  usually safe t o  leave i t  at horde. 

If r a i n  is fore- 

----"-e--- 

(Tomorrow: 
A 1 1  r ights  reserved by Science 9e 

B and 21 Sts  b , IVashingtqn, D O C  4 

Rain From a Clear Sky) 
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