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AS is takes an ayJreciable titm f o r  r a i n d r o p  t o  fall, OCCa8iGna:ly W e  get 

the curious effect of rain with a c l e a r  s k y  overhead. 
f S . l l h g ,  delayed by f r i c t i o n  with the air, o r  held up by rising air Currents, 

the cloud frorri which they started. rliar have had t i w o  t o  evaporate, or if it is 

\ h i l e . t h e  drops are 

a S u d l  Sbovier cloud, ciay have been blown aside. Sumier convectional clouds 

are SO high that  at a rate of 10 miles m hour, the speed of recliur~i sized drops, 

i b  . I takes ,20 iainutes t o  half an h o w  f o r  tne drops t o  reach the ground. 

In the case bf the fcruution of snow hi@h i n  a, convectional cloud, the tirrie is 

s t i l l  longer before rain from the  rmlted f lakes  vrill roach the  ground. For such 

snow f lakes  fall at a. speed of only a f e i j  miles an hour and may descend for tvm 

ni l e s  or s o  before r d t i n g  2nd dropping two o r  three miles imre at the fastor 

r X i 3  of rain.  Hence the to ta l  t ine  talcen i n  the f a l l  t o  the  grouncL m a y  be VJe l l  

over an hour. 
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