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of Clark University, 

t e l l s :  

VHY THF, SKY IS BLUE 

The blue color of the sky has been ascribed t o  the ac tua l  color  of the 

a i r ,  o r  t o  the se lec t ive  s c a t t e r i n g  of the shor te r  rays of the spectrum by ex- 

tremely minute dust p a r t i c l e s  or  the molecules of the gases that compose the at- 

mosphere* 

and dark, though blue,  sky observed from grea t  he ights ,  toayel lotvish sun and 

bright  blue sky seen from low elevat ions.  This i s  because i n  passing through 

the atmosphere, the longer wave lengths,  yellow and red,  a r e  l e a s t  distmbed 

and travel s t r a i g h t e s t ,  

a r e  e a s i l y  in te r fe red  with and turned aside by minute p a r t i c l e s .  

the sun's rays penetrate ,  as when the sun i s  lorn, the smaller the proportion Of 

blue light l e f t  and, i n  consequence, the yellower o r  redder the sun appears. 

m e  sky, however, does not necessar i ly  look  any bluer  with a low sun and i t  m e g  

AS proofs of this explanation a re  c i t e d  the  change from a bluish 

The short  wave-length, blue and v i o l e t  rars, however, 

The more air 

look greenish white, f o r  the  considerable r e f l e c t i o n  of greens and yellows and 

a l so  of total sunlight by the  l a r g e r  p a r t i c l e s  i n  the atmosphere introduces SO 

much e x t r a  l i g h t  that even the grea te r  amount of sca t te red  blue may form a 

smaller proportion of the t o t a l  l ight  from the sky. 

(Tomorrow: l'Lowa't Choler Than "Highst1 in Swnmer) 
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