
- A Science Service Peatwe 

? WHYTHEWEATHER 'I 

Dr. .Charles F, Brooks, 
of Clark University, 

discusses3 

COLORS AND IWERATURES 

colors is worth some consideration, A fern experiments W Y  be cited* 

In Khartoum khaki and white materials mere comparedr It was fobnd that white 

exposed t o  the  sun had a temperature about 20 degrees above the air ,  thin 

khaki d r i l l ,  52 degrees above, thick khaki d r i l l  59 degrees &bow, and black catton 

It was concluded that althoWh k 2 d d  74 degrees above, the air temperature. 

is serviceable, khaki uniforms in hot weather must cause unnecessary discomforf~ 

In Switzerland, a comparison of temperatures in wooden boxes painted various 
t 

colors  and exposed t o  bright sunlight, showed a similar gradation from l ight  t o  dark* 

I t  iS not surprising that whitewash i s  the universal house paint i n  the tropics. We 

would do well t o  follow sui t  and whitewash all refr igerator  f re ight  cars i n  S t M m B r l  

A t  Panama, ratill another se t  of experiments was carried out, Steel  blocks 

PBinted different colors mere expoeed t o  the a m  and the temperature8 recorded' 

this case, although red i s  commonly considered a hot color, the red  block did not 

get much hot ter  than the mhlts and remained a good deal cooler than the green, 

In 

LI_-- - - - - -  

A l l  rights reserved by Science $8rViCt? 

Soience Service, 

Washington, D C 
B Wd 2 1 ~ t  Stem, 


