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7 WHY THE !'iEA.THER P 

Dr. Charles F. Brooks 
of Clark University 

explains : 

BALL LIGHTNING 

at hand the estimated diameter was between three inches and a foot.  

Ported duration of the balls varied from two seconds to  twenty minutes, the 

shape was usually round, sometimes pear-shaped, the color ranged from bluish 

white $0 red, though most balls were described a5 reddish o r  yellowish, IP 

80me7cases a glow was seen around the ba l l ,  perhaps indicating a discharge. 

".he nature of b a l l  l ightning i s  sowwhat obscure, as few persons have 

The re- 

Observed the or igin of a b a l l ,  

cessive balls followed an ordinary flash, s t r ik ing  a church spire.  

BPPearing, a few balls explotled, some vanished suddenly and s i l en t ly ,  and Some 

gradually faded swag, 

injurious ef fec ts  have been reported by others. 

In one case, i t  was reported that  three SUC- 

I n  die- 

A l l  the ball  l ightning seen was reported harmless, but 
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