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WHY THE XEATHER ? 

D r ,  Charles F, Brooks, 
of Clark University, 

d i  s cus s es : 

Of a l l  the p r e c i p i t a t i o n  that fa l l s  over land areas ,  only about two ninths, i t  

is estimated, is derived d i r e c t l y  from evaporation over the ocean, 

the r e s t  nus t  be obtained by evaporation from land surfaces. 

Moisture for  

Different types of ignd surfaces vary grea t ly  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  evaporate 

moisture- 

drained off i n t o  the ocean or other body of water. 

afford such ia l a rge  evaporating surface that an acre  of forested land is capable 

Of gipiAg'Off moisture i n t o  the air  more rapidly than even a pond of eq-1 area* 

b o n g  land surfaces the cu l t iva ted  f i e l d  ranks next t o  the f o r e s t  as an  evaporator, 

and grass-land th i rd .  

lowing most of the  mater t o  run off and returning very l i t t l e  t o  the a i r  t o  Provide 

future rain.  

If mater is not evaporated and returned t o  the air, it e v e n t d l Y  is 

The leaves of deciduous t r e e s  

Bare ground is wasteful of the r a i n  which falls On it ,  a b  

%e heavy f o r e s t s  of our southeast must supply much of t h e  moisture f o r  surmer 

rains i n  the middle west, t o  leeward, But som of this moisture cones from l o c a l  

sources, as l i t t l e  of the r a i n  f a l l i n g  on the western plains runs O f f ;  moat Of it 

f l i e s  o f f ,  largely t o  be prec ip i ta ted  again,  

the Water which flows pas t  S t .  Louis i n  the Mfssissippi is no more than the 

Thus, i t  has been estimated that 

(Tomorrow: S t . S i i  thin '  s Day) 
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