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7 WHY THE "EATHER 7 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
of Clark University, 

discusses: 

ST, SWITHIN'S DAY 

"St. Smithin's Day, i f  thou dost r a i n ,  
For f o r t y  days i t  w i l l  remain." 

From f o l k  lore  has come the  supers t i t ion  t h a t  i f  i t  rains on S t *  Swithin's 

Day, July 15, i t  w i l l  r a in  every day afterwards f o r  40 days. 

tion, S t .  Swithin, an e c c l e s i a s t i c  of the ninth century, desired t o  be buried close 

by h i s  church, that the water from the eaves might dr ip  upon his  grave, 

l a t e r ,  h i s  body was removed t o  another place,  the sa in t  was sa id  t o  h a m  caused 

ra in  t o  f a l l  f o r  40 days i n  token of his displeasure. 

According t o  tradi- 

m e n ,  

This bel ie f ,  l i k e  the grolinahog day t r a d i t i o n ,  attempts t o  base a forecast  

f o r  several  weeks i n  advance on the neather of a s ingle  day, an obvious absurditye 

n e  S t ,  Sni thints  Day saying, l i k e  some other of our weather proverbs, has suffer- 

ed from transplantation from the place of i t s  or igin.  

more improbable i n  the northeastern United S t a t e s  than i n  the Bri t ish I s l e s ,  

A f o r t y  day rain i s  s t i l l  

Applied i n  California the proverb would be a complete misf i t .  

a wet S t b  Smithin's Day i s  followed by other  rainy days t o  the average number Of 

1 7  out of the following 40, 

A t  London, England, 

In North America, as great  a frequency can be expected 

i n  the Appalachian highlands, the middle and e a s t  Gulf and south Atlantic 

and 0x1 the higher ranges of the Rocky Xountains, while in most of Califor- 

nia even one rainy day i n  f o r t y  at t h i s  time of year i s  a novelty. 

(Tomorrow: The Whirlaind Tornado) 
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