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TH?l RAIN TREE 

Prof. C. F. Talman, of the U. S ,  Weather Bureau, t e l l s  the story of the rain 

tree - a marvelous t r e e  from Peru which is reputed t o  give for th  a dhower Of 

from i t s  l e a d s  even i n  a drought. f rees  purporting t o  be "rain t rees"  have 

even been sold by nurserymen, Early voyagers reported the finding of rain trees 

in the East Indies,  Guinea, B r a z i l  and the Canary Islands,  now the name is given 

especially t o  the guango, a a a g q i f i c e n t  t r e e  of t r o p i c a l  America. 

811 plants  a r e  known t o  exude moistm, usually i n  the f o r m  of vapor- If, 

however, the humidity ef the surrounding a i r  is s u f f i c i e n t l y  high, or  i t s  tern- . 

Pera twe suf f ic ien t ly  low, t o  check evaporation, the exuded water may cOlleCt On 

the surface of the p lan t  i n  l i q u i d  form, and m y  u l t i m t e l y  t r i c k l e  t o  the gFOUlldi 

A few p lan ts  a r e  s o  ac t ive  i n  t h i s  respect as, under favorable CirCUmstanCeS, t o  

Produce th i s  t r i c k l i n g  i n  considerable q u a n t i t i e s ,  This process, "guttation",  

Occurs chief ly  at n i g h t ,  o r  i n  cloudy fir foggy weather, 

i t  does not occur at a l l ,  and, f o r  this reason, even if the so-called r a i n  t r e e  

In a very dry climate 

could be successfully i n t r o d w d  i n  such a clbimate, i t  would not help solve the 

Problem of  i r r iga t ion .  
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