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7 WHY THE WEATHER p 

By Dr .  Charles F. Brooks 
o f  Clark University. 

SUMMER DROUTHS 

July, and perhaps even more, A u g u s t ,  a re  subject t o  summer drouths; convec- 

tional r a i n f a l l  is on the wane and cyclonic storms of autumn strength have not F , t  

In  the continental i n t e r io r ,  during the early summer the stock Of winter 

heights, making condensation more d i f f i c u l t ,  In July and August the rainfall may 

be less than half the average i n  from 10 t o  20 per cent. of a l l  the years i n  the 

somewhat misleading, fo r  i n  80 per cent. or 90 per cent. of the seasons the rain- 

f a l l  is l e s s  than half the average. 

The frequency of drouths a l so  has been computed f o r  the s ta tes  east  of the 

For purposes of tabulation a drouth may be considered broken bY a 1/4 

During 20 seasons, March t o  September, 
. 

inch of rgin occurring mithin 24 hours, 

2o day drouths of t h i s  sor t  have occurred 25 t o  30 times along the Atlantic Coast 
l 

30 t o  40 times i n  the Mississippi Valley. Passing wes,tward t o  the Great Plains 

drouth6 increase rapidly i n  frequency, 65 20-day drouths ; in 20 years having; been 

'@corded i n  western Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, and the Dako d as, or more than twice 

the number on the Atlantic coast. 

still more marked, with over 30 such drouths along the western border of the plains 

In the case of 30 day drouths the differenoe is 

only 9 t o  12 on the Atlantic coast in the 20 year period, 
I ---------- 

(Tomorrow: Average August Weather) 
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