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WHY THE YPEATHER ? 

By Dr .  Charles F. Brooks 
of Clark University. 

VICIOUS LIGHTBING 

It is not true that "lightning never s t r ikes  twice i n  the Same place": in 

fact  i t  is rather l ike ly  t o  follow more than once an eXC8ptiOmllY good route to 

the ground. In April, 1917, a barn i n  Ohio was struck and burned. 

bu i l t  about May 15 and was again struck' by lightning on b@Y 23 ! 

It Was re- 

In the Same 

i n  another part of Ohio, nine telephone poles were struck and reduced t o  

Lightning often de- 8 repet i t ion of a happening of the year before. 

scends repeatedly on mountain tops or  other par t icular ly  prominent objeots, hen00 

houses and observatories bui l t  i n  exposed s i t e s  on mountains require copper roofs 

or  other special  protection. 

Sometimes i n  a single storm lightning strikes many times within one Smll 

area. 

cottages being burned or b d l y  damaged, 

charge was reported i n  Ohio i n  1917, when a t  about three minute intervals ,  one 

8ev@re e l ec t r i ca l  storm struck eight times wi th i aa .  square mile, not including a 

barn Just across the r iver .  I n  t h i s  instance the l ightning h i t  2 t rees ,  4 wheat 

shocks, a post,  and a couple of COWS. 

t ra t ions occur at times. 

On July 31, 1921, at l eas t  15 places on Block Island were h i t ,  kerns and 

A marked concentration of lightning dis- 

I n  mountainous regions, f a r  greater concen- 
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