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DUST WHIRLS 

Amusing, and sometimes unpleasant ,  whirls 

s ide  t a l l  bu i ld ings  on,windy days and i n  more 

of leaves  and dust a r e  common be- 

open country on qu ie t ,  sunny days 

in summer. 

e r  air t o  the  he igh t  of a few f e e t ,  and a r e  favored by barren  Surfaces i n  level 

regions,. 

t e r v a l s  of e i g h t  t o  t e n  minutes, on a Texas parade ground. 

C O l U m n s  were found t o  r ise about t e n  f e e t  p e r  

capped with a cloud i n  10 t o  15 minutes. 

Or counter  c l o c h i s e ;  with diameters  seldom more than a few yards  near the 

€Pound,DThiey are too  small t o  be much inf luenced by the  d i r e c t i o n  of the e a r t h ' s  

r o t a t i o n .  In  arid, t r o p i c a l  countries, dust whirhss m y  become t r u l y  formidable 

the dense and dark "dus t  dev i l s "  of the d e s e r t ,  l a s t i n g  sometimes seve ra l  hours.  

But, as Dr. Ti. J, Humphreys p o i n t s  out, "hoivever v io l en t ,  t h i s  s o r t  of storm i s  

small convect ional  dust whirls are caused by overheat ing Of the lo'- 

Thus dust w h i r l s  were observed f r equen t ly ,  sometimes a t  regular  in- 

The ' tops of t h e i r  

second, and a t  t,$mes t o  become 

The whirls may t u rn  e i ther  C l O C k w i S e  

* +  

a tornado; i t  o r i g i n a t e s  near  the surface and is sus ta ined  by the  supply Of 

warm air below, while  the true tonado is genera$ed and'developed by condi t ions  

t ha t  occur at the  cloud level. 'f  

(Tomorrow: , Sandstorms) 
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