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SANDSTORMS 

The sandstorm of the desert, o r  i t s  milder counterpart, the dust s h r m  of 

semiarid regions, i s  quite different  f rom the dust whirl* 

whirl of r i s ing  aik., nhile the sandstorm i s  a more o r  l e s s  s t ra ight  blow of des- 

cending a i r ,  

the reaction sometimes oucuring after a thundercloud has been formed high UP* 

Rain descending from such a 'cloud is l i ke ly  t o  evaporate before i t  can reach the 

ground, but i t s  cooling effect  on the a$r i s  such as to  provide a heavy body Of 

The dust whirl b.8 a 

A very strong dust Trhirl, however, may become a sandstorm through 

air which w i l l  descend and strongly blow up the sand and dust. If there 

si general wind, such a des'cending body of a i r  w i l l  come down at an angle, and 

W i l l  t ravel  with a well-defined f r b n t  - an intensely black w a l l  rushing across 

the country, 

Parabola,  

Such an advancing dust and sand cloud 
seen frrm the side has the outline of half a i 

Under such circumstances, the weather sharp's prediction for  a Texas tomi 

may be "Sand tonight ,"  I t  is said, however, that  such storms are  becoming less 

violent in the douthwest as agriculture moves westward, but t h i s  i s  more l ike ly  

the real-estate am's hope than a f a c t ,  f o r  on w i n d y  days h i s  "Fine farms for  

saletr 

them. 

may be ident i f ied from afar by the magnificant clouds of"dust r is ing from 
I 

Sometimes a thunderstorm from whcih ra in  f a l l s  t o  the ground may send out 
ti heavy d u s t - r a i s i q  squall many miles beyond the l i m i t s  t o  which rain extendsl 
Usually such winds are  cool, but when they blow over heated sand o r  dust the i r  
heat may be so great as t o  cause death by heat-stroke t o  the unprotected man. 
Such a h o t  sandstorm i s  the simoon, a dreaded local  storm of tropical deserts in 
the Old iliorld, 
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