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SANDSTORMS

The sandstorm of the desert, or its milder couynterpart, the dust storm of
semiarid regions’ is quite diffefent from the dust whirl., The dust whirdl &6 a
whirl of rising air, whilé‘the éandstbrm is a more or less straight blow of des-
Cending air, A very strong dust whirl however,K may become a sandstorm throggh
the reaction sometimes ovcuring after a thundercloud has been formed high up.
Rain descending from such & cloud is likely to evaporate before it can reach the
ground, but its cooling effect on the'air is such as to provide a heavy body of
€00l air which will descend and strongly blow up the sand and dust., If there
is o general'wind, such é‘deébending body of air will come down at an angle, and
will travel with a well-defined fraﬁt - én intensely bléék wall-rushing across

Such an advancing dust and sand cloud :

the country. ’ . geen frem the side has the outline of half a ¢
Paratola. }

Under such circumstances, the weather sharp's prediction for a Texas town
Way be "Sand tonight," It is said, however, that such étorms‘are becoming lass
violent in the douthwest as‘agricﬁlture moves westward"but this is more likely
the real-estate man's hope than a fact, for on windy days his "Fine farms for
sale" may be identifiéd from afar by the éagnificant clouds of "dust rising‘from

them.

Sometimes a thunderstorm from wheih rain falls to the ground mey send out
& heavy dust-raising squall many miles beyond the limits to which rain extends.
Usually such winds are cool, but when they blow over heated sand or dust their
heat may be so great as to cause death by heat-stroke to the unprotected man.
Such a hot sandstorm is the simoon, a dreaded local storm of tropical deserts in
the 014 world,

All rights reserved by Science Service
~Science Service,
B and 21st Sts.,
Washington .D.C.



