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HOV FWI THUNDER CAN SE LEARD. 

A t  a recent meeting of the American bieteorological Society there was a ais- 

CUSSiOl? as t o  how far thunder could be heard, 

l5 miles, represented by an interval  of 50 t o  75 seconds bet1,neen the lightning flash 

and the rumble of the thunder, 

tremely heavy thunder can be heard tnice or three times a s  far Over land, and to  a 

distance of 50 miles o r  more over the sea. 

The COmmOn maXimutn distance i s  lo to 

Under cer ta in  favorable corditions, hotvever, ex- 

S o m t i m s ,  however, the l i m i t  at  sea 

but f i v e  id l e s ,  owing t o  a peculiar bending and breaking of the Sound Waves* 

A se r i e s  of observations made during 20 years by Veenema, i n  Germany, gives an 

audibi l i ty  of 20 t o  30 miles on 21 occasions, of 30 t o  50 miles on six, and Over 

miles on three occasions, two of these being over 62 miles. Veenema col1clude8 

that the loudest thunder corms from the strongest and brightest  and domward- 

directed lightning, and tha t  the evening 8,nd night hours, when the air  i s  homo- 

geneous and usually coolest near the ground, appear more favorable for the propaga- 

t i o n  of sound than the day hours, Por the same reason, l a t e  summer and aufwm are 

more favorable f o r  hearing thunder at great  distance than spring and early SWlUEr* 

h-d direction near the ground, however, appears t o  have l i t t l e  influence, b W V t  

that audib i l i ty  i s  diminished by i r r egu la r i t i e s  and turbulence i n  the atmosphere. 
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(Tomorrov: "Raining Cats and Dogs" ) 
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