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" F A I N I N G  CATS AND DOGS" 

NO, i t  doesn't r e a l l y  " r a i n  cats and dogs" but sometims i t  does rain f i shes  

a d  frogs. 

doVm colored dust or soot carr ied from a great  distance a re  not SO very extraordi- 

nary, but t a l e s  of i t s  ra in ing  f i shes  or frogs a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be smiled at by the 

*lrePtica1. 

have r e l i a b l e  accounts of earthworms, t iny  f i sh  and frogs, coming down with shov'ers; 

of insects ,  s h e l l  f ish,  grain,  hay, and pollei. 7 have a l so  been observed, 

Occasionally one sees an account 6f remarkable rains: those brir@% 

Yet su& cases, though ra re ,  apparently do occur from time t o  time, We 

St ra ight  bloving ninds exert  a considerable l i f t i n g  power, but whiTling win68, 

tornadoes sho?v, have a far greater  capacity f o r  carrying. Winds probably do no? 

infh.mce grea t ly  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  animal l i f e ,  Bave inicroscopic forms, as the 

larger ones a r e  k i l l e d  i n  f a l l i n g  o r  dropped i n  plsces  where they mannot Survive* 

spores, however, and minute seeds t r a v e l  f a r  and a r e  a idely spread by the winds 

In 1883, al l  l i f e  vas destroyed on the volcanic i s land  of Krakatoa, 

l a t e r  the is land aaa recolonised by small, wind-distributed forms, such as bacter ie ,  

Pond sl ims,  mosses and ferns .  
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