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SOUTHWESTERN CLOUDBURSTS 

One would not n a t u r a l l y  t u r n  t o  our  d r i e s t  deser t  for examples of cloudbursts* 

Yet, the a t t e n t i o n  i s  a r r e s t e d  when one sees  i n  t h e  records that the  r a i n f a l l  for 

July, 1922, at Campo i n  southeas te rn  Ca l i fo rn ia  was 7.10 inches and t h a t  the nun- 

ber of days on which i t  ra ined  was only one! 

Pour i s  l o c a l l y  knovn as a Sonora storm. 

thought they or ig ina ted  i n  Sonora, Mexico. 

develop i n  Cal i forn ia ,  near where they r u n  t h e i r  course and end. 

The storm bringing tha t  one down- 

These storms mere named when i t  Was 

NOW, however, i t  i s  known t ha t  they 

A western p o s i t i o n  of t h e  summer desert low pressure  a rea  favorable  t o  a 

large inflow and superheat ing of moist air from the Gulf of Cal i forn ia ,  O C C W S ,  

on the average, bu t  one day a year,  u sua l ly  i n  Ju ly  or August, 

2 t o  7, even over 11 inches of r a i n ,  may f a l l  i n  one sudden downpour on the 

va l leys  and s lopes over 2,000 f e e t  above sea-level.  

ground numrous f i r e s  may be s e t  by l i gh tn ing ,  

g u l l i e s  and wash away highways, r a i l roads ,  or aqy o ther  obs t ruc t ions  i n  t h e i r  

pa th ,  

t o  a grea t  abundance of moist a i r  heated t o  deser t  temperatures on a genera l ly  

quiet  day, 

On such a day 

\?here r a i n  may not reach the 

The waters roar down the dry 

The ex t r ao rd ina r i ly  v io l en t  charac te r  of t hese  thunderstorm r a i n s  i s  owing 

On r a r e  occasions,  similar c l o u d b u s t s  o c c w  on some western slopes 

Of the  Appalachians, 

---.--e..--- 

(Tomorrow: St * Elmo's F i r e )  

A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by, Science Serv ice  

Science Service,  
B and 21st  S ts . ,  
Washington, D. C. 


