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1 IHY THE FIEATHER ? 

By Dr. charies F, Brooks 
of Clark Universi ty  

MANUFACTURED CLIMATE 

Although man has not found it  p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  vea thsr  on a l a r g e  

i n  c e r t a i n  small ways he can modify the climate t o  h i s  l i k ing*  'Pith an 

e l e c t r i c  f a n  i n  mmer, he i n c r e a s e s  t he  wind ve loc i ty  indoors; Systems o f  re- 

f r i g e r a t i o n  l o v e r  t he  temperature of cars Or buildings; humidif iers  add moisture 

to the air; furnaces  c r e a t e  an indoor dese r t  Summer during the  v in t e r .  

In many i n d u s t r i e s  weather is an important con t ro l .  P r i n t i n g  and l i t ho -  

graphing, f o r  example, a r e  v i t a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by weather changes. Paper or card- 

board p r i n t e d  one color one day may not r e g i s t e r  p r o p e r l y  f o r  another co lor  the 

next, on aocount of  t h e  change i n  s i z e  and shape of t h a  shee t s  caused by varia-  

tion i n  moisture,  Air driers o r  moisteners  i n  opera t ion  n igh t  and day a r e  not  

C o t t o n  mills p r e f e r  a r e l a t i v e  hu- s u f f i c i e n t  t o  rercedy the s i t ua t ion .  

m i d i t y  o f  about 75 per cen t ,  as the f i b e r  is not  so workable i n  dry air, and 

c l o t h  made under vary ing  humidi t ies  m i l l  sh r ink  i r r e g u l a r l y ,  

"condition11 t h e i r  a i r  and keep the  windows shut ,  

Modern mills now 

Lsather,  too, may be in jured  

by lack of moisture. i n  Cal i fornia ,  h o t  winds can i n  two  

dry t h a t  i t  can not  be worked, and eo b r i t t l e  as t o  be 

the f l o o r ,  

hours make t h e  l e a t h e r  

broken i f  thrown on 
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