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EQU INOC TI AL STORMS 

It has  long  been be l ieved  t h a t  a s t o r m  o f  unusual  s eve r i ty  may b e  expected 

at the  time of  the vernal o r  abixunal equinox, when the sun crosses  the equator,  

In  autumn t h e  da t e  f o r  such a storm ehoQld be Sept. 23 or sOnBtimas SePt* 22* 

True, a severe  storm, such as a West Indian hurricane, may occur about t h i s  t h e ,  

and general r a i n s  ara becoming more f r equen t  as we change from the weak sumer 

type of l l lowl f  t o  the  s t ronge r  winter  type. 

To 0ee whether t h e r e  was any s p e c i a l  tsndsncy f o r  rain on the 22nd O r  23rd, 

by days f o r  Sept. 15 t o  30 dur ing  the  last  10 years was t abula ted  f o r  

Buffalo,  Cincinnat i ,  Richmond, Denver, and San Francisco. On the 22nd, 

all bu t  C inc inna t i  had l e s s  ra in  than the  d a i l y  average of the  whole period, 

while on the  23rd t h r e e  had more than t h e  average, t h r e e  less, Comparing the  

r a i n f a l l  of  t he  three  f i v e  day per iods  Sept. 1 6  t o  20, 2 1  t o  25, and 26 t o  30, 

the  second o r  equinoctial’ one showed generally more r a i n  than the first, but  

s l i g h t l y  1~15s than the last  period. The number of  storms br inging  a qua r t e r  of 

an inch of r a i n f a l l  o r  more was &out  t h e  same i n  each period. 

There seems no reason t o  be l ieve ,  then, from t h i s  sampling o f  weather data, 

t h a t  t h e r e  is any p a r t i c u l a r  virtue i n  t h e  da te  o f  the  equinox. 

does occur at t h a t  time, although i t  is l i k e l y  t o  be c a l l e d  an equ inoc t i a l  storm, 

I f  a storm 

W e  C a n  be p r e t t y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  the eunlg immediate c ros s ing  o f  the  equator has  

nothing t o  do with it. 
_-..------- 

(Tomorrow: Record American Downpours) 
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