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? TRY THE WEATHER ? 

By Dr. Char les  F. Brook8 
of Clark Universi ty .  

DlOUNTAIN CLOUD PROGNOSTICS 

A number of proverbs advise  US t h a t  when a mountain wears a cloud cap, O r  a 

t ab le  mountain is decked with a white cloud tablacloth,  it i s  an i nd ica t ion  of  

coming r a i n .  The a i r  over mountains both i n  

qu ie t  weather and i n  windy i s  coolad t o  temperatures lower than those elsewhere 

at corresponding leve ls ,  and 80 clouds a r e  very a p t  t o  appaar f i rs t  Over O r  Qn 

the mountains; the  height ,  form, dens i ty  and movoments of such clouds t e l l  much 

as t o  the  t r end  of the weather, 

mountains where the s u r f a c e  o f  hea t ing  is noarss t  a l a v e 1  at which condensation 

The mountains a r e  wind elevators4 

In  fa i r  weather, c louds tend t o  form f i r s t  Over 

W i l l  t ake  place.  In  windy weather t he  air  must r i s e  and cool i n  passing, thus 

giving a d d i t i o n a l  impetus t o  cloud formation. 

the  mountains may suddenly become enveloped i n  clouds. 

Occur nioreraa;Silg till tha clouds are only  1,000 t o  2,000 f e e t  abovo the  103- 

h n d s  and envelope the  middle s lopes and r idges,  Showers tdnd t o  develop Over 

If the  air  i s  becoming dmper, 

Then condensation W i l l  

mountains and d r i f t  a s h o r t  d i s tance  before  d i s s ipa t ing ;  tharsfore ,  p laces  i n  

the lee of mountains rece ive  more r z i n  than oth3r nearby l o c a l i t i e s ,  

(Tomorrow: Why t h e  Rainbow? ) 
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