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People a re  always inclined t o  l i k e  t3e i r  o m  ha.bitations bes t ,  SO i t  is 

no Wonder that we shonld. be pre t ty  well sa t i s f ied  with our atmospheric 3urrOWd- 

ings. However, a s  there a r e  those who complain; 90 a l i t t l e  comparison of our 

favored atmosphere with those of our nearest ce l e s t i a l  noi$ibors i s  helpfill at 

times. The moon has so l i t t l e  atmosphere that  i t  has not been detected by d i -  

rect obpervatioas. 

no rain; it  has no protectiqg blanket t o  t e .qor  the smts rays O r  t o  prevent 

rapid l o s s  of  heat by r ad ia t ion .  

moon the temperature r i s e s  t o  200 degrees Fahrohheit ,  o r  abore, and at night 

i t  fa l ls  to  a hundred o r  more degrees below zero. 

With pract ical ly  no atmosphere the moon has no clouds and 

In consequence, during the daytime on the 

Venus ma,Y bet te r  of f ;  a t  

ra te ,  being about the s ize  of the earth,  i t  has suff ic ient  gravity to  hold 

an atmosphere comparable t o  ours. 

to  maire such convection that  i t  is  doubtful if we ever see the s o l i d  surface of 

me greater heat from the sun, however, seems 

that planet through the brightly ref lect ing clouds. 

Venus seerns t o  be radiated from high i n  the atmosphere, f o r  the radiative tem- 

Pe rah re  is  abont 250 degrees absolute temperature, o r  about/nine degrees Fahren- 

hei t .  

OP9 Of clouds m a y  be the l o t  of any l i f e  on Venus. 

What hsat  comes t o  us from 

minus 

Existence i n  a hot and possibly stenrr5;y atmosphere under a continuous can- 

Wars has  an atmosphere, but 

it is much thinner than t l v t  of the earth,  and clouds seem t o  be few. 

Posed vast expanses of desert .aye thought t o  be responsible for  the redlless of 

The SUP- 

-__---..--- Mars' li&t. 
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