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THE CLIMATES OF MRS

If one of us took a trip to Mars to visit the Martians,kwhony we are now told,
o not exist, ws should find their climates very much like ours, yet strikingly
Uiferent in some of their phases. The sun would riss and set mach as it does on
%erth, and the déys would be about as long es here. Though the sun would look
°nly halt &g big as it does to us, its rays would, nsvertheless, be intanse, for
the Mertien atmosphere is much thinner and less cloudy than ths sarth's. Of ths
Sunlight that reaches ths outer atmosphors of the esarth soms 44 per cont is lost
by reflection. For Marsvthe loss by reflection is but 15 per cent. The days,
theref°re' ars comfortzbly warm, at lesst in summer. Recent observations of radia-
tion from Mars indicate temperature of 48 degress Fahr:nheit. The nights, on

t .
he other hend, probably have a chill that w7e experience only in the clearest

Wos . ~ ) .
®ather, for, owing to the thinnser atmosphere, the loss of heat by radiation is
r ‘ ‘

- '81d. Rediation from the morning side of Mers is appreciably lsss then that from

the aftsrnoon side.

the Tha Martizn seasons and climatic zones would be found much liks ours, though
seasons would be mors extreme, bsing naearly tvice as long as thoss hers, and
r: ¢limztic zomes would bs half as wide as ours and rzth:r mers contrasted. As-
o8 Egmers see an ice cay sgraading over ths northern hemisphere with the aprroach
Qbse;nte?, while thzt capping ths South Pols is diminishing. Their radiomster
N aroVatlons ghow that the northern hemisphere is now coldsr then the southsrn,

° sumer is now zdvancing.

St Jt0uds ould not be soun so often s on sarth, and they Fould b2 .88 dense.
ros would be less intenss, and rzinfall lightsr, for thers is less weter vapor,
far weaksr gravity and thinner air than on serth. The large temperaturs con-
Tasts, however, probably meks Mars generslly rether windy. If th. visitor to
:rs could find a sesaside resort, and was proparsd for great changes in temperature
°m dey to night and summsr to Wwinter, he might enjoy a vacation there, if he
Fought snough food, water, =znd oxygen with him,
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