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? FPHY THE WEATHER ? 

By Dr. Charlas  F, B r o o k s  
of  C l a r k  Universi ty ,  

WATERSPOUTS 

WatersFouts a r e  n o t  uncommon over warm ocean waters  such as the Gulf Straam 

In l a t e  summer and f a l l ,  when they occur e i t h e r  with overrunning Cool winds from 

the h d  o r  i n  t h o  tu rbu len t  f r o n t  o f  a hurricane. They are, howaver, not  un- 

A waterspout is r e a l l y  a s o r t  of marine tornado, f o r  when a tornado PaSsss 

Onto a lake it  becomes a waterspout, a n d  when a waterspout runs ashore it  i s  l i ke -  

l y  t o  develop i n t o  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  tornado. 

requires  t o  start it a s t rong  turbulence accompanying r a p i d  ascent.  Such condi- 

tions occur most  r e a d i l y  when warm, moist  air a t  one l e v e l  i a  very uns tab le  with 

Like t h e  tornado, t he  WaterSPOut 

t o  appreciably coo le r  air above it, o r  Then t h e  s t rongly  converging gus ts  

In a hurr icane  start numerous upwwd whi r l s ,  

from above, t h e  upper portion of  t he  c o l u m  is not dram up f r o m  t h e  l ake  or ocean 

but is  f r e s h  water, sometimes snow, condensed from thc; humid air. 

s t ra ted when a spout c ros ses  a vesse l .  

Curiously,  t he  spout grows down 

This i s  demon- 

When ths watsrspout  touches the  ocean 

spray i s  whisked up i n t o  tha lowor p a r t  of the wh i r l  and t h s  see water may 

'be 8 or 10 feet v i t h i n  the  core o f  tha cihir l  where t h e  pressure i s  b u t  t h ree  
o r  t w o  t h i r d s  of En atrnvspvieror 

-__---.---- 
( Tcmor row: Thunders t o  rms Decreasing) 
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