
No. 440 

O c t .  a 
A Sciencg S a r v i c g  Fezturg 

? WHY THE !“EATRER 7 

By Dr, Char las  F. Brooks 
o f  C l a r k  Universi ty ,  

THUNDERS TO FMS DECREASING 

From September t o  October t h e r s  i s  2 narked f a l l i n g  o f f  i n  the  usual minber 

O f  thunderstorms, For instance,  a Szptamber average o f  10 i n  northern F lor ida  

t o  2 i n  October. Far thar  north, the  At lzn t ic  coas t  has about one day with 

thunderstorms i n  October, ins tead  o f  2 or  3 i n  September, while i n  New E n d a n d  

thd hverage drops from about 2 t o  l e s s  thzn 1, Similar ly ,  on the  centr21 Plains, 

the nwber  is about haPPed, the Sapternbar 2 112 i n  t h e  north and 5 f a r t h a r  south 

chznging t o  1 and 2 i n  October, On t h e  P z c i f i c  coast ,  also, t he  decreass  1s aP- 

though thunderstorms a r e  in f r equen t  there  i n  e i t h e r  month. In Canada the 

decrease is, i n  general, 2.s s t r i k i n g  as i n  the United S t a t e s .  

vinces 2nd Newfoundland decrease f r o m  an averege of about 1 / 2  t o  1/4 Of  a t h u n b r -  

Ths Maritime pro- 

day; southern Q U G ~ & C  and Ontar io  come do:m from 3 or  2 gensral ly  t o  1 O r  

and the p r a i r i e  provincos f z l l  f r o m  2 o r  1 t o  112 o r  0. 

In October, convection i s  waksning .  As the lower levels of t h e  atmosphsre 

ar& cool ing  mora r ap id ly  than those above, t h s r s  is  no longsr  the  strong uns tab le  

cont ras t  between a hot  su r face  and coo le r  2,ir a l o f t .  Nights  a r e  longer  and the  

h3at  has  a s h o r t s r  per iod i n  which t o  work. Than, too, t h s  lower a i r  i s  

lass humid than i n  SeFtsmber, and hence cannot so f r e q u m t l y  fu rn i sh  the  large 

of moisture nesded t o  bui ld  up thunderstorms. 

*--------- 

(Tomorrow: Is t h e  Rzin Over?) 
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