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1 "Y THE IVEATHER ? 

By Dr,  Charles  F, Brooks 
of  C l a r k  University.  

FOG CONTAINS LITTLE 1ATm 

b S t  o f  us are w e l l  acquaintad wi th  t h e  p a t  fog which r a t h s r  qu ick ly  m a h S  

Yat it i s  hard t o  r e a l i z e  how l i t t l e  TZtei: Surface o f  OnetS c l o t h i n g  damp. 

such a W e t  fog  may contain,  In a dog s o  dense t h a t  one could not see beyond 100 

60 l i t t l e  water  wag present  t h a t  i n  a block 3 by 6 by 100 fea t ,  t h e m  was 

less t h s n  a seventh of a glass of  l i q u i d  water  - divided among 60 b i l l i o n  dropss 

usual ly ,  howaver, have much l=ss water, and not enough t o  fd Q'Ot* 

Dry fogs, such as ar5 commonly experienced i n  smoky regions, OSpeciallY 

c i t i ~ s  on q u i e t  autumn mornings, are  made u p  t o  a l a r g e  ex ten t  of smoke. SO f o r  

a r e l a t i v e l y  small amount of  water in such a fog, t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  may be much ra-  

$ t r i c t ed .  

has sonarhat  of an a f f i n i t y  f o r  water and w i l l  make a fog start forming e a r l i e r  

Each smoke p a r t i c l e  tends  t o  become a nucleus; i n  fact ,  such a par t ic le  

end last l a t e r  than  i f  t h e  snake p z r t i c l e  were not  involved i n  each d rop le t t  

Scinc O f  t h a  famous London fogs a r e  of t h i s  type, and can continue t o  a x i s t  till 

tha r a l e t i v e  humidity has  f a l l e n  t o  7 0  par  cent, though clean fogs evaporate 

when t h e  humidity f a l l s  below 100 par cent .  

(Tomorrow: Ths Xoon and the Tea ther )  
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